RISK ASSESSMENTS AT ST PAUL’S SCHOOL

St Paul’s School General Risk Assessment Form
	Date: (1)

11/5/2015
	Assessed by: (2)
KPZ

	Validated by: (3)
BRG
	Location:  (4)

3rd floor balcony in science
	Assessment ref no (5)


	Review date: (6)

September 2015 (thereafter annually)

	Task: (7)
Managing beehive



	Activity
(8)
	Hazard
(9)
	Person(s) in danger
 (10)
	Existing measures & Requirements to control risk 
(11)
	Risk rating
(12)
	Result 
(13)

	Inspecting hive

	Stings, damage to hive or to bees, disturbance of hive
	Students and staff inspecting hive
	Standard procedures to be followed – all present to wear special clothing, door to balcony to be kept shut, bees to be sedated using smoke, all involved to have undergone training. Access to balcony limited by sign-out of key (to be done only by staff). Hive safely mounted and in good condition.
	Low (stings are relatively common but mild)
	A

	Inspecting hive

	Allergic reaction

	Students and staff inspecting hive
	All trained personnel to be aware of the signs and symptoms of allergic reactions. Inspections to take place during normal working hours so nurse is on site. Inspections to be performed in minimum group of 2 so someone can respond. Anyone who is identified as allergic not to be allowed on to the balcony. Access to balcony limited by sign-out of key (to be done only by staff)
	Moderate (very rare but possible serious outcome)
	A

	None
	Bees on site – stings
	All users of the site
	Site has been inspected by a local expert who is satisfied that the bees will quickly disperse when foraging as they have to come down from the roof and so will spread out. All foraging is away from pitches and play areas so the slight increase in numbers of bees is not in places where visitors or students gather.
	Low (unlikely to be a problem and stings are mild)
	T

	Maintenance on balcony

	Disturbing bees, stings
	Anyone working on the balcony
	There is nothing on the balcony which needs maintaining so should be very rare – window cleaning only. If there is a need to access the balcony, estates department should be aware of the presence of the hive and trained staff/boys will be able to accompany any workers if needed. Local expert advised that there is more of a concern over people being worried than the bees actually harming anyone.
	Low (rare and little chance of a problem)
	T

	Extracting honey

	Stings, damage to hive or to bees, disturbance of hive
	Students and staff at hive
	As ‘inspecting hive’ but also care taken to remove honey but not to release bees into the building. Honey-laden frames can be heavy but access is by a flat roof and no stairs (lift can be used) so lifting hazard is minimised. Boys to be shown how to lift heavy boxes. Access to balcony limited by sign-out of key (to be done only by staff)
	Low
	A

	Teaching, studying in chemistry lab 3

	Bees entering lab 3 (adjacent to balcony)
	Staff and students in C3
	Hive is positioned so bee flight path is directly away from the lab. No foraging here so bees will quickly disperse to the roof or ground. If in the lab boys will need to be advised to remain calm – there is more danger from someone panicking and upsetting their chemistry experiment than from the bees so users of C3 need to be aware. If it does prove problematic, netting can be placed over the windows or behind the hive.
	Low (but not trivial – and needs to be watched and assessed for further action)
	A

	Boys/staff working on the balcony

	Falling
	Boys/staff on balcony
	Existing barrier is high, boys will be present in small groups so no danger of crowding, boys will be reminded of the hazards and kept away from the edges. No-one will be permitted to play on the balcony wall. Access to balcony limited by sign-out of key (to be done only by staff)
	Moderate (very low risk with extremely severe outcomes)
	A

	Extraction of honey from frames: Travelling to local beekeepers association

	Car accident
	Boys, staff
	Staff to use own car (checked for being suitable) or school transport e.g. minibus to accompany boys. Also allow boys to be taken by parents (once staff have cleared that with them), or drive themselves if valid driver licence is possessed.
	Moderate (as any travel by car)
	A

	Access to balcony

	Unauthorised people disturbing hive, falling from balcony etc
	Boys and visitors
	Key has to be signed out from porter’s lodge by a member of staff or collected from staff by boys who are on a registered list, and subsequently returned. Porters aware of hazards and who is able to sign out the key. Boys only to be allowed out in a minimum of a group of 2, both of whom must be trained. Hive is invisible from ground level so will not attract vandals or malicious damage and cannot be accessed easily.
	
	

	Fire alarm
	Boys trapped on balcony – only one exit
	Staff, boys, visitors
	Balcony has a normal fire escape route through the storage area which is not used for chemical or flammable storage so is unlikely to be blocked off or be the starting point of a fire. This storage area also has only one exit and has been passed by the fire officer. Neither place is occupied for long or routinely as inspections take around minutes and are carried out once a week. As keys are signed out porters can make attending fire officers aware of people having gone to the balcony. This would need to be revisited if more regular access was required or larger groups routinely attended the hives.
	Low (possible severe outcome but very low risk)
	A

	Treating hive with chemicals e.g. for pests, disease or to preserve hive
	Toxicity
	Boys, staff
	Consult local beekeeping association or other local expert before choosing any treatments. Any hazardous chemicals to be kept in secure store. People administering to wear appropriate protective clothing.
	Low (very few, if any, toxic chemicals are likely to be used)
	A

	Using smoker
	Fire
	Boys, staff
	Outside use only, balcony is all stone so little flammable material kept around. Ensure smoker is fully extinguished before taking indoors or putting in box.
	Low (smoker is designed for this purpose)
	T

	Swarms
	Stings
	Everyone
	Ensure some staff on site are aware of the sign of a swarm and what to do about it as part of training.
	Low (low chance, swarm is not dangerous as hive is well away from people)
	T

	Eating honey
	Food poisoning
	Everyone
	Ensure honey is extracted in clean conditions with local beekeeper association’s help. If products are to be sold then suitable guidance, insurance and legal measures will be followed up. Otherwise honey to be gifted to those involved in the project at their own risk.
	Low (no reason to expect honey not to be very clean)
	T


	Action plan (14)

	Ref No
	Further action required
	Action by whom
	Action by when


	Done

	
	In September, to review the procedures we have in place for key access and inspecting the hive, to recruit and train new boys and review the protocol for holiday inspections.
	KPZ
	30/9/2015
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